POPULAR TALES

through this day at least; for if I live a few hours longer,
you will be the richest single woman in Monmouthshire. I'll
show them that all my money's my own; and that I can do
what I please with my own. Go yourself to Monmouth, child
(as soon as you have plaited my cap), and bring me the attorney
your brother lives with, to draw my new will. Don't say one
word of your errand to any of my relations, I charge you, for
your own sake as well as mine. The harpies would tear you
to pieces; but I'll show them that I can do what I please with
my own. That's the least satisfaction I can have for my money
before I die. God knows, it has been plague enough to me
all my life long ! But now, before I die------'

< Oh! ma'am,' interrupted Patty, c there is no need to talk
of your dying now; for I have not heard you speak so strong,
or so clear, nor seem so much yourself, this long time. You
may live yet, and I hope you will, to see many a good day;
and to make it up, if I may be so bold to say it, with all your
relations: which, I am sure, would be a great ease to your
heart; and I am sure they are very sorry to have offended you.'

'The girl's a fool!7 cried Mrs. Crumpe. 'Why, child,
don't you understand me yet ? I tell you, as plain as I can
speak, I mean to leave the whole fortune to you. Well! what
makes you look so blank!'

' Because, ma'am, indeed I have no wish to stand in any-
body's way; and would not for all the world do such an unjust
thing as to take advantage of your being a little angry or so
with your relations, to get the fortune for myself: for I can do,
having done all my life, without fortune well enough; but I
could not do without my own good opinion, and that of my
father, and brothers, and sister; all which I should lose, if I
was to be guilty of a mean thing. So, ma'am,3 said Patty, i I
have made bold to speak the whole truth of my mind to you ;
and I hope you will not do me an injury, by way of doing me
a favour. I am sure I thank you with all my heart for your
goodness to me.3

Patty turned away as she finished speaking, for she was
greatly moved.

' You are a strange girl!' said Mrs. Crumpe. c I would
not have believed this, if any one had sworn it to me. Go for
the attorney, as I bid you, this minute. I will have my own way.'

When Patty arrived at Mr. Barlow's, she asked immediately
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